CourtHill®o®o o000
Climb for around 400ft (120m) into attractive open woodland

for some great views of Aboyne and of the hills beyond.

Starts on pavement, then firm
path gradually ascending toa
section of narrow, undulating
and sometimes uneven path,
before steadily descending and
remaining on a firm path to the
end.

Distance

4.0miles/6.5 kms.
strenuous | Allow 2% hours

Aboyne Castle Circular Route ® @ ® 8 &

Castle and a peek at the Coo Cathedral.

A circular route taking in the beautiful tree avenues of Aboyne

Firm path, pavement or private road, ’

with the exception of two short Distance
moderate slopes on access to the 1.75miles/
Deeside Way. Suitable for all abilities, 28kms
including pushchairs and easy

wheelchairs. One accessible gate. Allow 1hr

The Aboyne Heritage Walk

The Deeside Heritage
Sodiety has put
together abooklet
taking you on an
historic 2.5 mile walk
through the village
centre on mainly flat
tarred paths. The
booklets are available
tobuyfor £2at
various outlets within
the village.

«Dinnet (45 miles) '+
Ballater (11 miles) &

TARRED ROADS @  INFORMATION BOARD
= SIDEROADS B SHOPPING
GRAVELTRACK o CASH MACHINE
===+ OTHER PATHS PETROL STATION
WOODLAND r STIE
OPEN GROUND = BRIDGE
CONTOURS [ HOSPITAL(NO A&E)
[E  PUBLICTOILETS s LIVESTOCK
3 PARKING Az, VIEWPOINT
&  CAFEIRESTAURANT A\ CAUTION
Y PUBHOTEL
Walks in Glen Tanar OF Q
Glen Tanar Estate has a large network of trails including
Mt Keen the most easterly Munroin Scotland and an s
expanse of ancient Caledonian Fnlesl Forfurther &5
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Athere and back’ ascent of around 950ft (290m) to reach a

historic cairn, with some great views of Morven hill and Dee
valley, with the hills beyond.

Bellwood and Belwade ®® 8 ® ® &

Pine and birch forests, rolling countryside scattered with
sheep and horses, the ‘0ld Deeside Way’ to Aboyne - and a
coffee stop (check opening hours) - all are included in this
beautiful walk to the east of Aboyne.

Starts and ends on a firm path or Distance
pavement. Several steep ascents

and descents, with sections of 67 miles/
narrow, rough path, which in o 107 kms
places may have overgrown SIrenuous|  Aftow 4% hrs
bushes and boggy areas.

Mostly narrow gently-undulatin N
pa[hs::n/ilh rth Jlldy\umsx, bt Distance
also boardwalks, open forestry 5.9 miles /
and tarmac roads. There is one 9.5 kms.
100m section of steeper ascent [ SEMOS | L
and several gates.
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Walks in Bellwood
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to view online here.

Network of mainly flat woodland
walks,localysigned or available

wwaw.mid-deeside.org.uk/bell-wood-mapffile
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Riverside West o @ @ @ @ ®

Views of the sparkling river Dee change each time you walk its banks,
from green leafy vistas with sun-dappled waters, to a torrent of melted
snow. A quiet road takes you through an elegant residential area before
returning on the tree lined Deeside Way, the former line of a railway, with
y an option to to finish on meandering paths through mature oak woodland.

Riverside East 0o 0 ®®®®

Beautiful views of the sweeping river Dee heading east with
its ever-changing currents and open views of farmland make
this a favourite local walk

ABOYNE CASTLE CIRCULAR ROUTE ® ® ® &
easy  1.75 miles / 2.8 kms. Allow 1 hour:

From the village centre information board cross the main road
atthe traffic lights, drop down onto the old Deeside railway line
on the left of the Victory Hall through old Scots Pine woodland.
On reaching the Tarland Road, cross to the pavement and follow
the sign right to the Tarland Way. Continue past the houses on
your left, crossing three entrance roads and a small bridge, until
youssee the entrance to the 17th Century Aboyne Castle on your
right. Carefully cross the B9094 Tarland Road to take this road,
past the West Lodge and follow the avenue of fine mature trees
with open views of the fields and often livestock. After 500m you
will spy on your left the Coo Cathedral, a majestic cattle shed now
a popular event venue, and finally Aboyne Castle, home to the
Earl of Aboyne (and a private residence, so please respect this).
Atthe crossroads, turn right and enjoy the beautiful avenue with
the Tarland Burn on your left. See if you can spot the giant
sequoia trees! On arriving at the South Lodge, turn right to walk
back to the car park.

MORTLICH (L]
medersts 6.7 miles / 10.7 kms. Allow 4 % hours.

This initially shares the same route s the Aboyne Castle Circular
as far as the BI094 Tarland Road turn-off into Aboyne Castle
grounds. Instead of turning into Castle grounds follow the
signposted Tarland Way straight up the hill. At a Yjunction 600m
from the castle entrance, bear right as signed to descend and
cross the road, before continuing down to a footbridge over the
Tarland Burn. After another 700m, where a Tarland Way
waymarker shows straight ahead, turn right to ascend a wide
track, looking behind for wonderful views of Morven hill.
Continue on the main track (ignoring side tracks to the left and
right) for 1km, where it swings sharply left. Here pick up an
APTG way-marked narrow path to the right. After 200m pass
through a swing gate and after 10m reach a junction, taking an

Fungle Road may be used to access
Birse, Balfour and Glen Tanar areas.

The initial riverbank is an uneven single track, Distance
opening onto firm, wider paths (but take care 29miles/
of a steep river bank in places), with a metalled

road, with low levels of vehicle traffic, for part | modorate |+~ K™

of the route, Allow 1% hrs

Mostly uneven single track
with a short section of rocky
path, but starting and finishing
onagood road surface.

Distance
3.2miles/5.2 kms
Allow 1% hrs

moderate

APTG way-marked path leftup the hill. This climbs increasingly
steeply, with a fabulous vista of the Dee Valley opening up to
the right. Pass through a fence gate after 300m and continue
uphill through Scots pine, reaching a small cairn after another
600m. The large summit cairn is a short distance away, visible
tothe left (up a bank and across a tumbledown fence). A large
inscribed stone and fallen down Celtic cross confirms it as a
ruined memorial to the 10th Marquis of Huntly. Savour the
‘magnificent views before returning to Aboyne by the same
Toute.

COURTHILL #8606
stromcns 4.0 miles / 6.5 kms. Allow 2 % hours.

From the village centre information board cross the main road
at the traffic lights and head to the right of the Victory Hall
for 150m, before turning left at South Lodge into a beautiful
avenue, with the Tarland Burn on your right. At the
crossroads, turn left and take in a view of the 17th Century
Aboyne Castle on your right, home to the Ear] of Aboyne (a
private residence, please respect this). Continue until the
Tarland Road, cross to the pavementand follow the sign right
to the Tarland Way, which climbs steadily. Ignore the
waymarked right hand turn after 600m and carry on for
another 150m. At a distinctive dead tree on the right take a
sharp left, back onto a narrow path. Follow the well worn
path, meandering through pleasant open woodland, ignoring
awider overgrown track to the left encountered shortly. After
another 300m come to a junction, taking the left, downhill
‘path for 400m to reach a field fence, bounded with majestic
Targe beech trees. Take in great views over Aboyne and to the
far hills as you continu for another 1km. Just as you spy a
farm through the trees ahead, take a left down off the narrow
path to a wide track, continuing downhill to a white cottage.
Here turn left on to the waymarked Deeside Way, which
returns you to the village centre.

A\ BELLWOOD AND BELWADE ® @ @ &
o 5:9 miles /9.5 kms. Allow 3 % hours.

From the village centre information board go through Station
Square and take the Low Road for 1 km alongside the Tarland
Burn (taking care of passing heavy vehicles) until a wooden
bridge on your left,just before the water works, leads you into
the Bellwood. After 100m a map board at a cross paths shows
many routes which can be explored, but the Belwade Loop
goes right, along a forestry road. After Lkm at a clearing with
cross paths (before the bike park), take a right and follow the
path through the trees, then up a short but steep ascent,
keeping the bike park on your left, then a further 200m more
gently uphill to reach an information board ata junction. Turn
right (ignore a path waymarked left) and continue until
passing through a gapin a stone wall, turning left onto an often
muddy section of around 100m. On reaching the metalled farm
road, turn right and then bear left past a large farm building.
looking out on the right for the Belwade Bistro, with open
views of fields and the river Dee.

Leaving Belwade, turning right along the main access road,
continue carefully for just over 1km. Shortly after passing a
farm access road on the left, pass through the gate on your left
(opposite an unmade road on the right) and follow the narrow
track uphill through several more gates until you reach open
fields, Visualise the carts in earlier times as this is the Old
Deeside Road into Aboyne. Reaching the tall pine trees of the
Bellwood, continue ahead for a further 200m enjoying the
views of the hills to the north and west. Enter the Bellwood
again by heading left at an information board and continue
downhill to meet the large forest track. Follow this straight
down the hill to the information board (seen earlier). Turn
right and follow the path bearing left out of the wood, initially
behind and then between houses, past the hospital and former
ambulance station towards the centre of the village,
completing your walk along the main A93.

RIVERSIDE EAST ® L]
moserte 3.2 Miles / 5.2 kms. Allow 1 3% hours.

From the village centre information board eross the Green to
reach its far left-hand corner, then follow the road a short
distance to the Boat Inn. Take the steps opposite down to the
river bank and turn left. This path meanders through woodland
and past houses on the left before views of open fields give a
new perspective on the river. Listen to the rippling or rushing
waterand the birds overhead, and keep an eye open for deer in
the fields. A couple of hundred metres after a section of rocky
foreshore, reach a little wooden foot bridge. Take care as the
bridge surface may be slippery and parts of the river bank have
considerable erosion, caused by the 2015 floods. The path now
leads you along an open field which may have crops or grazing
sheep, before rejoining the old path through the trees to reach
anarrow section of distinctive bank reinforcement, passing the
water works on your left. Shortly after the water works, bear
left around the far side of a fishing hut to join a wide track
leading to the Low Road, which returns you to the village. Take
care of passing heavy vehicles on this road; use the small
cleared areas and gateways to step off the road.

B RIVERSIDE WEST (X3
poterma 2.9 miles /4.7 kms. Allow 1 % hrs.

From the village centre information board follow Charleston
Road south-west, past the Green and descend the steps to the
river opposite the Boat Inn. Turn right and follow the single file
path under the road bridge, passing the wooden piles on your
left, perhaps of a former crossing point? Follow the riverbank
taking in magnificent views of the river Dee, butalso take care,
as the 2015 floods have left tree roots and a fragile river bank
in places. Around 900 metres from the bridge reach a wide
fisherman's access road to the right. Follow this away from the
river to meet RY Road. C and
enjoy the peace as you walk up this quiet elegant road with its
discreet homes on the left, but do be aware of cars.

At the end of this road, cross the A93, and take a short path
straight on for 100m to join the Deeside Way, turning right to
follow the path, which crosses the Tarland Road, back to the
centre of the village. After crossing the Tarland Road, as an
alternative, you could wander through Castle Woods (to the left:
of the Deeside Way) on one of the many paths there. Lok out
for Aboyne’s Stone Circle!
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